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What is Real Progress? 

Before determining the standards to measure progress one should be clear in mind what progress really means. Improvements in economic indicators such as GDP per capita, trade balance, labor market conditions are desired but not adequate any more. Sustainability, fairness (equality in distribution) are the recent additions to the critical dimentions of the proggress. Social and environmental conditions now also play an impotant role in this respect. For example, in a world with global warming with ozone depletion, even the survival of humanbeings are now being dicussed. Additionally, these same concerns show the interdependence of countries to each other’s actions and thus, progress can not be defined as isolated manner for a given country.The report of the Secratary General to the Millenium Assembly of the United Nations (2000) also points out this fact by mentioning that each state not only bears responsibilities in relation to its own people but also collectively shares responsibilities for the whole planet.  

Importance of OECD World Forum

The above definition of real progress, which puts priority on the globalization, necessitates a new form of task for the statistician. For a more comprehensive view of progress where social, environmental and economic concerns are considered in a more combined way, measurement techniques of this progress should also be examined. Since, naturally, societies are very much concerned with their quality of life, organizations all over the world are involved in this subject but in most of the time they are at a national level. OECD World Forum is important because it provides the platform where borders are crossed and this “global” issue is discussed “globally.” For this reason, it deserves the support of every country. 

What can the Role of International Organisations be?

National Statistical Organisations (NSOs) of the countries collect and dissaminate data with an appreciated effort but of course databases for each country differ in terms of the indicators involved, definitions of indicators and their format. However, for compariablity across countries there should be common standards. At this point, international organisations may have an important role in preparing, processing and presenting comparable data. This will reduce the cost of time for all of the users of data.  

A Non-Conventional Task for the Statistician

In terms of the quality of life, both the current prosperity of nations and also their future achivements heavily depend on Research and Development (R&D) activities. Almost all differences between countries are the result of differences in the Science and Technology which are closely linked with the levels of R&D activities. 

                   Figure 1: World GDP, Population, and R&D Expenditure and Personel
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Figures 1 and 2, although not at national level but at a group and regional level respectively, summarize different aspects of R&D activities. From Figure 1, we see that there is a very significant gap between developed and developing countries in terms of both spending on and number of researchers involved in R&D activities.


                   Figure 2: Share of World Gross Expenditure on R&D, (2000)
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From Figure 2, we understand that Nort America, Asia and Europe give more importance on R&D compared to other parts of the world. Coming to the situation for the OIC member countries, Figure 3 shows that the average of R&D expenditure as the share of  GDP is only 0.35% which is far behind the world average of 1.79%. 

                          Figure 3: GERD as Share of GDP (%)
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                     Source: UIS S&T database, World Bank, Calculations are made by SESRTCIC 
These differences can be narrowed down only by developing, managing and properly applying appropriate knowledge. It is almost impossible for any country to achieve and sustain prosperity and a high quality of life without giving adequate importance to S&T development and ensuring a well-educated population. It can easily be argued that an important aspect and determinant of progress is transition to knowledge-based economies and societies. The factors that determine the speed and duration of this transition need to be identified considering different characteristics of the countries. Both national and international organisations with a mandate on statistics will play an important role in the design of such policies through statistics, knowledge and policy chain. Furthermore, during this transition period, another significant and maybe conventional role of a statistician is to monitor the trends to identify new technological developments and new revolutionary waves and inform the decision-makers in a timely manner.
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